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The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1-10 are directed to a washing appliance and claims 20-25 are directed to a water softener, 
respectively, with the regeneration of the resins in accordance with a duty cycle selected in accordance with 
the supply water hardness comprising the first "special technical feature"; 

2. Claims 1 1-19 are directed to a washing appliance, claims 26-32 to a water softener, and claims 37-38, 
& 39 are directed to a salt absence indicator, with the salt absence indicator comprising the second "special 
technical feature"; and, 

3. Claims 33-36 - a washing appliance comprising a water supply system as defined in claim 33, with the 
features of claim 33 comprising the third "special technical feature". 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. 

It is noted that claims 1-19 & 20-32 include a common concept of the regeneration of the resins in accordance with a 
duty cycle selected in accordance with the supply water hardness as defined in claim 1 and/or 20. However this 
feature is not novel in the light of many documents of which the following is a selection: 

1 . DE 19960307 (BSH BOSCH &SIEMENS HAUSGERAETE GMBH) 

2. DT 285 1 541 (LICENTIA PATENT GMBH) 

3. EP 517205 (AWECO KUNST GERAETEBAU GMBH & CO KG) 

4. EP 741991 (WRAP S.p.A) 



Accordingly this common feature cannot constitute a special technical feature as defined in PCT Rule 13.2 since it 
does not make a contribution over the prior art listed above. 

Claims 11 and 26 introduce the additional feature of the salt absence indicator . This is considered to constitute, prima 
facie, a "special technical feature" distmguishing the invention of these claims from that in claims 1 and 20. 

Thus, the international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a posteriori. 
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